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Hippy Hop, the little brown rabbit, and his 
mend Chirpy Robin, were out strolling in the woods 
one morning, when oil of o sudden Hippy spied 
someone who looked very familiar lying right in 
the middle of the pothway ahead. 

"Look, Chirpy!" he exclaimed. "Isn't that my 
cousin, Fluffy White, lying therein the path!" 

Chirpy, who was not really strolling, but was fly- 
ing alongside Hippy Hop at a good conversational 
height, said, "From here it looks like Fluffy, but 
wait, I II fly up a couple of feet and take o better 
look- 
Chirpy flew up and peered ahead very carefully 
and then he came down and said, "No, it isn't Fluf- 
fy White, but I'm sure it's one of your relations so 
we hod better hurry over for a look." 

When they got up close they saw that it wasn't 
one of Hippy's relatives at all, but it was the most 
beautiful blue-eyed white bunny they had ever 
seen, with the loveliest pink ears and a big blue 
ribbon around its neck. 

"Hello," said Hippy, storing breathlessly at the 
pink ears and blue ribbon. "Have you hurt yourself 
or ore you just taking a nap?" 

"Neither one," answered the bunny. "I walked 
too far and ran down. Now I can't move until I am 
wound up again." 

"Wound up! What's that?" osked both Chirpy 
and Hippy at the same time. 

"Oh, I'm a Hug-Me Bunny, ond if you turn the 
little crank on my back I'll be wound up." 

Hippy found the little crank and wound it tight 
just as Hug-Me Bunny hod osked him to do, ond in 
a second Hug-Me was running around as lively as 
any bunny would core to be. 

'That is very, very surprising," said Hippy. 
"What kind of a rabbit are you anyway? I never 
saw one with such blue eyes ond lovely pink ears." 

"Oh," said Hug-Me. "I'm practically the same as 
you, except I'm mechonical. My little girl read me 
a story obout the forest rabbits, so I came out to 
stay with them for a while." 
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HIPPY-HOP MEETS HUG-ME 
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"Oh," said Hippy, although he still did not quite 
understand about Hug-Me ond he barely knew 
whot a little girl wos. 'That will be very nice." But 
he realty was not very happy about it, because Hug- 
Me wos so very beautiful that Hippy felt home- 
lier than ever. 

"Well, now that we're all friends," said Chirpy, 
"let's go over to the farmer's yard and you two can 
get a couple of carrots and I'll get a little grain." 

Off they went, Hippy Hop hopping olong. Chirpy 
flying at his usual conversational height, and Hug- 
Me Bunny going clickety-clickety-click as his 
spring unwound. And all the time Hippy Hop wos 
wishing that he wos os beautiful as Hug-Me and 
had o nice big blue ribbon oround his neck. 

"Of course I don't eot anything at all," said 
Hug-Me, when they reached the farmer's yard, 
"but I'll stay and watch!" 

Hippy and Chirpy ate a little bit, and Hippy was 
glad that he could eat, because the carrots tasted 
so good. Then Chirpy said, "I t's really quite warm 
out today; let's all go and have a nice cool bath in 
the brook." 

"Oh 1 I can't bathe, my spring gets rusty," ex- 
claimed Hug-Me. "But I'll come along ond watch." 

And so he sat on the bank and watched while 
Chirpy flipped water over his feathers with his 
wings ond Hippy wiggled his pink nose under the 
ripples ond gurgled My, but it felt good. 

After their bath ond they were quite dry, Hippy 
suggested that they all go to where the beavers 
were building their mud dam and maybe help a bit. 

"I couldn't possibly help," said Hug-Me. "I'd get 
my ribbon and velvet ears all muddy But I'll be 
glad to come along and watch." 

5o Chirpy and Hippy helped the Beovers ond Hug- 
Me stood by and watched for a little while. Then 
he said, "I think I will go home now, if you will 
please wind me up tight. The toy soldiers I play 
with are waiting for me." 

So Hippy wound Hug-Me up tight, and he click- 
ety-clicked away. 

"Well," said Chirpy to Hippy of ter Hug-Me had 
left, "he sure wos a beautiful rabbit," 

"Yes," said Hippy, "but I'm glad I'm not like 
him, even If I'm not so beautiful. I like to eat and 
swim and play, and besides he doesn't hop right I" 
And then he leaped off through the wood in big 
bounds to show Chirpy how robbits really hop. 





